 10/28/09
Ann S. Fuelberg
Executive Director
ERS Board of Trustees 
Employees Retirement 
System of Texas
P.O. Box 13207
Austin, TX 78711-3207
Dear Ms. Fuelberg:
It is our understanding that on November 1, 2009, the Employees Retirement System of Texas (ERS) and Caremark will implement the Average Wholesale Price (AWP) at a new rate based on a Massachusetts district court ruling.  This rate change, while seemingly small, is largely impactful to pharmacies.   
We know ERS has been diligently working to give pharmacies the best information possible, but the reality is that pharmacists are confused and need more time.  For some pharmacies, the lower rate is not critical, but our concern is for those who are currently struggling to decide if staying in the Caremark network is financially viable.  In these tough economic times, we need to be sure that we are doing what we can to keep businesses thriving in Texas.  
At this time we respectfully request an extension to the November 1st implementation date.  We feel that at least 30 more days to assess this situation will be vastly beneficial to everyone.    
Sincerely,
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Leticia Van de Putte, R.Ph.
          



Chuck Hopson
cc: Mr. Craig Hester
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